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Introduction

Welcome to AACRAO EDGE, the Electronic Database for Global Education. The
information contained in AACRAO EDGE is meant to provide easy access to up-to-date
information on the educational systems of the world. Every effort has been made to
make the information comprehensive yet succinct. Links are provided for those who
need more detailed information. Step-by-step guidance through the various sections of
AACRAO EDGE is provided in the sections which follow.

In this manual, we have included information which explains how decisions concerning
grading scale conversions are made and also showcases placement recommendations
made by the International Education Standards Council (IESC). The information
provided in this manual is meant to maximize the utility of AACRAO EDGE to you, the
user. It is our hope that this information makes your user experience an enjoyable and
productive one; your feedback is always welcome.
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The AACRAO Electronic Database for Global Education (EDGE) is a dynamic database and credential advice is subject to change. Credential advice is modified when
new studies of foreign countries’ education systems have been undertaken. Based upon the research collected and analyzed, new placement recommendations

are reviewed and approved by an acknowledged group of experts.

Copyright © 2004 - 2019 American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers

The 248 country profiles contained in AACRAO EDGE can be accessed using either the
columns which are sorted by geographic region/continent or by the drop-down menu
on the right-hand side of the screen, where all profiles are listed alphabetically. Try
typing the first letter or two of the country you're searching for once the drop-down
menu is opened — it’ll skip ahead in the list to save you some time.
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How to Navigate a Country Profile

After you have selected a country/educational system, information contained in that
profile will appear under different tabs which are aligned horizontally across the top of
the page. The tabs available include: Overview, Educational Ladder, Grading
Systems, Credentials (which include placement recommendations and sample
credentials), Institutions, Resources, Author, and Glossary. Select the
appropriate heading and you’ll be redirected to that page.

Each tab is explained in the following sections:

Overview of the Education System

AACRAO
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North America United States of America USA Overview

Archived Country Study (pdf):1993

The United States is composed of 50 states, 5 territories, and the District of Columbia. As a result, education in the U.S. is highly decentralized. Each state has the authority to
implement its own educational policy as long as that policy does not violate the U.S. constitution or federal law. ASPIgEEE IR R

Unlike most other countries, the federal government does not have responsibility over educational requirements or recognition or
authorization of institutions at any level. There is no national system of education. The federal government’s primary responsibility with
respect to education is making available federal funding to those institutions that qualify based on accreditation, which is described briefly
below and detailed in the Glossary. Education in the United States is extremely diverse and autonomous, with public and private institutions
at all levels.

The academic year runs from August to May or from September to June. Education in most states is compulsory until the age of 16, with
variations of 17 or 18 in some states. The language of instruction is English.

The U.S. education structure also differs from many others in that there is one secondary leaving credential, the high school diploma, and one major credential representing
completion of each of the three stages of higher education: Bachelor, Master, and Doctoral degrees.

The philosophy of liberal arts education is unique to U.S. higher education. It focuses on a well-rounded academic education, developing the student’s verbal, written, and
reasoning skills. It includes courses in a wide variety of studies, including liberal arts and humanities, languages, social sciences, and physical sciences. Students must complete
courses from a wide range of subjects regardless of their major area of study.

Most U.S. colleges and universities assign credit hours or units to each subject, whereby a theoretical course in an academic subject which meets for 3 hours per week, for a 15-16
week semester, is assigned 3 semester hours of credit. Credit for laboratory or performance subjects is assigned as 1 credit for every 2 hours of laboratory or practice time. A full
academic load per semester is typically 15 semester credit hours at the undergraduate level and 9-12 semester credit hours at the graduate level. Detailed information concerning
the academic year, semester system credits and the quarter system (an alternative to the semester calendar) follows.

Educational Structure

Each country profile begins with a map and relative geographic location information.
This is followed by a brief history of the country in order to provide context for the
presentation of the education system which follows.

A brief Overview of the educational system, when used in conjunction with the
Educational Ladder, provides a thumbnail sketch of the educational system. From
these two sections of AACRAO EDGE, the user should be able to locate the academic
credential in question and place it in its proper chronology in the system.

©2019



Educational Ladder

MEXICO - EDUCATIONAL LADDER

— Titulo de Especialista
26 (Title of Specialist)

Tituie de Médico Veterinaria
Tiulo de Dentista

Titulo de Clrujano Dentista
Titula de Meédica

Titio de Medico Girujana Liecnalatira
First Professional Degree (Bachslor's Degree)
3.5 yoars/8-12 academic tarms

DiplomaiTiulo de Téenico
Superior Universitaria
2yoars

Educacién Media Superior
{Upper Secondary)
3 years
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2|
2|
20| a-Tyears
18|
16
17|
16|

Certificado de BachilleratoCertificado de Bachillerata Tecnoldgico
: Technical Certificate)

— Socundaria Genaral
14 (General Lower Secondary)
Iyears

Centficado de Secondaria General
(Certificate of General Secondary)

Escuela Primaria
(Primary Sehool)
Byears

(Centificate of Primary Edueation)

10

9

8

| Centificado de Educacion Primaria
7
|

s

The educational ladder is a graphical representation of the education system. This
building block format includes benchmark credentials which represent completion of
the following levels of education: primary/elementary school, middle school, secondary
school, vocational programs, undergraduate education, postgraduate education,
professional programs (such as medicine), doctoral programs and postdoctoral studies.
These benchmarks correspond with the Placement Recommendations contained in the
‘Advice to Admissions Officers’ section on the Credentials tab of AACRAO EDGE.

More than one educational ladder may be provided when a substantial reorganization
of the education system of a country has occurred.

When this is the case, ladders will be labelled with their years of validity. Simply click
on the ladder which corresponds to the years of study reflected on the educational
document to be evaluated. Educational ladders are attached as PDF files. Ensure your
computer’s ad/pop-up blocker is disabled in order to view these ladders.
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Grading Systems
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Asia

Turkey

Turkey Grading Scale

Secondary Grading Scale

Used through 1997

Indigenous Grade

Indigenous Descriptor

English Translation

Suggested U.S. Equivalent

9—10

Pek iyi

Very Good

A

7—8

Good

5—6

C

F

1—2

E

Secondary Grading Scale

Used since 1998

=

Points

Descriptor

English Translation

Suggested U.S. Equivalent

Pek i

Very Good

A

b

Good

Orta

Average

Geger

Pass

B
C
D
3

Gegmez

Very weak or very deficient

Eckisiz Failing (not included in general calculation)

Grading systems for both secondary and tertiary education are provided. Where
national standards apply, that scale is provided. Links to Ministry of Education web
sites (and those of other ministries, where applicable) are provided on the Resources
tab for the profile. If information concerning grade distribution is available, that
information is included on the Grading System tab. The International Education
Standards Council (IESC) uses this and other information to determine suggested U.S.
grade equivalencies.

Grade conversions are developed based on a number of factors. For example, the native
grading system is taken into consideration, including what the grade represents in the
country of study, the distribution of grades there, and whether it is a criterion-
referenced system (set against a predetermined standard) or a norm-referenced system
(set against other student performances). Some educational systems may have a
marginal/conditional pass, which would be regarded as comparable to a grade of D in
the United States. Such a grade, however is non-existent in other systems. Similarly,
some countries may have a centralized, standardized grading scale, while others may
have a variety of grading schemes.

During this process, the minimum passing grade, the failing grade, and the top grade
are also noted, along with the overall range of grades that make up a particular scale.
This information is then collectively used to establish US grade equivalencies. Although
the recommended grade conversions are provided in EDGE, users are always advised
to check if a grading scale has been provided on the transcript of record for the studies
in question.

©2019



If the number of postsecondary institutions in a country is small, there may be a
sampling of these scales offered on this tab. If the grading scale on the document
you’ve received differs from that which is posted here, we suggest that you use the
grading scale provided on the document, and we would appreciate seeing a copy of the
new scale as well. Please send an image of the scale (with no identifiable information
about a learner) to edge@aacrao.org.
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OVERVIEW

Asia

EDUCATIONAL LADDER

India

Credentials

GRADING SYSTEM

CREDENTIALS  INSTITUTIONS RESOURCES AUTHOR

GLOSSARY

Secondary School Certificate/School Leaving Certificate/Matriculation Certificate v

Sequence
1

Credentials
Secondary School
Centificate/School Leaving
Certifi

All India Secondary School
Certificate (AIS

Indian Certificate of Secondary

Education {ISCE)

Higher Secondary Certificate
(HSC)/Higher Secondary School
Certificate (HSSC)

Senior Secondary Certificate/Pre-
University Certificate/Pre-Degree

Certificate

Intermediate Examination

All India and Delhi Senior School
Certificate
Indian School Certificate

Examination

te/Matriculation Certificate

Credentials in India
Description
Awarded after completion of 7 or 8 years of primary education and 2 or 3 years of secondary education and after passing external
examinations.

Awarded after completion of 7 or 8 years of primary education and 2 or 3 years of secondary education and after passing external
examinations.

Awarded after completion of 7 or 8 years of primary education and 2 or 3 years of secondary education and after passing external
examinations.

Awarded after completion of 2 years of study beyond the Secondary School Certificate (or equivalent) and after passing external
examinations.

Awarded after completion of 2 years of study beyond the Secondary School Certificate (or equivalent) and after passing external
examinations.

Awarded after completion of 2 years of study beyond the Secondary School Certificate (or equivalent) and after passing external
examinations.

Awarded after completion of 2 years of study beyond the Secondary School Certificate (or equivalent) and after passing external
examinations.

Awarded after completion of 2 years of study beyond the Secondary School Certificate (or equivalent) and after passing external
examinations.

A chronological list of credentials will appear along with a brief description for each
credential. There is also a drop-down menu which includes all credentials for a given
system. Click on a credential from either location to see a ‘Credential Description’,
‘Credential Advice’, ‘Credential Author Notes’, ‘Entry Requirement/Leads to’, plus
‘Sample Credentials’ if available.
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Asia Georgia Credentials

Sashualo Skolis Atesti v

+ Credential Information / A
Credential Description
+ Sample Documents
[Secondary School Certificate]. Awarded after completion of 3 years of secondary school.
Credential Advice
Represents attainment of a level of education comparable to completion of senior high school in the United States.

Credential Author Notes

No author notes available.

Entry requirement: Arasruli Sashualo Ganatieblis Motsmoba.

Leads to: Employment or further education.

‘Credential Description’: Name of the credential in the native language plus an English
translation are provided along with the amount of coursework required to earn that
credential. Dates of validity are included if this credential is no longer in use.
Additional information can be found in the ‘Author Notes’ section.

‘Credential Advice’: Includes academic placement recommendations for comparability
in the U.S. education system as determined by the IESC. Credentials are described
relative to U.S. benchmark credentials; advice concerning grade placement or possible
transfer credit (if consistent with internal policy) will be provided as well.

Be wary of false cognates: the baccaulaureate represents completion of secondary
school in France, the bachiller/bachillerato is awarded upon completion of secondary
school in several Latin American countries. Similarly, the first cycle degree in several
Latin American nations is the titulo de . In most instances, the credential
qualifies the graduate to practice a profession; thus, the titulo de ingenieur (title of
engineer) qualifies one to work as an engineer in the country where the titulo was
awarded.

‘Credential Author Notes’: Provides an opportunity for the Author and the IESC to
provide additional information on a given credential. Example: “Admissions officers
should require the record of courses as well as the record of examination results. Prior
to 1973 Bachiller was the term used to describe the completion of secondary school.
Review credentials carefully.”
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‘Entry requirement/Leads to’: Helps place the credential into chronological context by
providing the information on credentials required for entry into a program that awards
the credential in question. Once earned, the credential leads to the next level of
study/employment. This information is most useful when applied in conjunction with
the educational ladder of the country.

‘Sample Credentials’: Once a credential has been selected, on the left-hand side, there
are options for ‘Credential Information’ and for ‘Sample Documents’. The system
defaults to opening up ‘Credential Information’. Click on ‘Sample Documents’ to see if
there are available documents for you to review. Please disable your pop-up blocker if
you experience difficulties opening these documents.

©2019



Institutions

AACRAO

HOME CONTACT/FAQ LOGOUT MY ACCOUNT USER GUIDE

AACRAO Electronic Database for Global Education Search _ Select Country v

OVERVIEW EDUCATIONAL LADDER  GRADING SYSTEM  CREDENTIALS INSTITUTIONS RESOURCES AUTHOR GLOSSARY

Asia India India Institution

Unapproved Institutes in Engineering & Technology: http://www.aicte-india.org/downloads/unapproved institutions 231210.pdf

University Grants Commission

+ Home Page - http://www.ugc.ac.in/

+ Fake University Alerts - http://www.ugc.ac.in/page/Fake-Universities.aspx

+ State-wise List of Universities as per University Grants Commission’s Notification - http://www.ugc.ac.in/stateuniversity.aspx
All India Council for Technical Education

» Home Page - http://www.aicte.ernet.in/
« List of NBA Accredited Programmes - http://www.aicte-india.org/downloads/laccreditedprogrammes.pdf#toolbar=0

« List of Unapproved Institutions - http://www.aicte-india.org/downloads/Alphabetical cosolidated list of unapproved institutions- final 16%5B81%5D.07.pdf

India lnetitntinm Nunmiamr

The local Ministry of Education (MOE) provides comprehensive online lists of
educational institutions in many countries. Links to these MOE lists are provided and
supplemented through other sources. In many countries, specialized institutions are
supervised by ministries other than the Ministry of Education.

The Ministry of Health, for example, may be responsible for nursing and public health
education; the Ministry of Interior may be responsible for military academies and
police training; the Ministry of Agriculture responsible for agricultural education; and,
the Ministry of Religion (or Religious Affairs) for theological education.

By whatever name, the relevant ministry is responsible for the quality assurance of
curricula and standards, if not testing and grading of national examinations, at the
secondary level. But, just as in the United States, higher education institutions enjoy
more autonomy and often set their own standards.
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Europe United Kingdom United Kingdom Resources

[Ministry |Department for Education

(Secondary)

Ministry Department of ion, Training and Skills

Tertiary)

Lists of [United Kingdom Government

institutions

Recognition Body|UK Nafional Academi ition Information Centre

Verification and Qualifications Alliance; Council for Curriculum and i Pearson Edexcel,Oxford, Cambridge and
IRSA Exams (OCR);Welsh Joint inati Committee (WJEC];

Online Resources

Accredited Qualifications, 2012, Qualifications and Credit Framewerk. Retrieved July 20, 2018 from: <http:/fwww.accreditedqualifications.org.uk/qualifications-and-credit-
framework-gcf.html>

= Assocdiation of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA). n.d Retrieved July 20, 2018 from: <http://vw
* Central Intelligence Agency. 2018. United Kingdom. The World Factbook. Retrieved July 20, 2018 from. <https/fwww.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/uk.html>

Chartered Institute of Building (CI0B). n.d. Retrieved July 20, 2018 from: <http:/fwww.ciob.org/>

Chartered Institute of Management Accountants (CIMA). 2018, Retrieved July 20, 2018 from: <http:/fww

Chartered Insttute of Marketing (CIM). 2018. Retrieved July 20, 2018 from: <hrr W m.co.ukf>

Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development (CIPD). 2018, Retrieved July 20, 2018 from: <http:/fwww.cipd.co.uk/>

Chartered Management Institute (CMI). 2018. Retrieved July 20, 2018 from: <http://www.managers.org.uk/>

City and Guilds of London Institute (CGLI). 2018. Retrieved July 20, 2018 from: <<hups://www.cityandguildsgroup.com>

= Commonwealth Education Online. 2018. Fducation in United Kingdom. Retrieved July 20, 2018 from: <http:/fwww.cedol.orgleurope/united kingdom/>

* Conservatories Admissions Service UK. 2018, Retrieved July 20, 2018 from: <http:
Coundil for the Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment (CCEA): Arpdivwv. cces. org.uks’

DirectGov. 2012. Diplamas for 14 to 189 year olds. Retrieved July 20, 2018 from: <Diplomas for 14 to 19 year olds>

Educauan Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency. 2018, United K\ngdum England Overview. Eurydice. Retrieved July 20, 2013 from:

+ Dirmsrdimn Dmsims i Lihe W INAD Frmimns chrsmms mmmm e ;s i Fmmbimm

Both print and online bibliographic resources are provided in each country’s profile.
Profiles are updated when more up-to-date resources are identified. Resources
included are a reflection of the research efforts of dozens of authors, reviewers and
editors, plus contributions from users. You are encouraged to send questions and
suggestions for improvement to us; once you have logged into your account, please
submit questions through http://edge.aacrao.org/faq.
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Ann M. Koenig entered the field of international education in 1988 and has been with AACRAQ since 2002, Her career includes foreign credential evaluation work in three private
foreign credential evaluation services, including AACRAO IES, and various positions in undergraduate international and graduate domestic admissions, student academic advising,
and student records management in a variety of campus settings, in Wisconsin, California and Germany. A long-time leader in the profession, Ann has led numerous training

sessions on best practices in international admissions and credential evaluation, country educational systems, and fraud detection and awareness, for organizations in the United
States and Europe.

Ann has done in-depth research on education in several countries, and she is a co-author of the PIER workshop report on Poland (1392), author of the ECE monograph An
Overview of the Educational System of Albania (1993), and contributor to the NAFSA series Guide to Educational Systems Around the World and to AACRAO's The Educational
System of the Russian Federation (2008). Her writing on best practices in international admissions include several articles for the AACRAO quarterly journal College & University as

well as contributions to AACRAQ’s 2006 symposium report The Impact of Bologna and Three-year Degrees on U.S. Admissions, the AACRAO Guide to Bogus Institutions and
Documents (2006), and two editions of The AACRAO International Guide, A Resource for International Education Professionals (2010 and 2016).

The EDGE profile for Kosovo was last updated on july 14, 2018.

This section contains a short biography of the author(s) who contributed to each
profile. The date the profile was last updated is also included on this page. The most
recent contributors will be noted at the top of the list.
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Asia / Iran (Islamic Republic of) / Iran, Islamic Republic of Glossary
Persian English
|Ayatoliah [Title for scholars who have highly of islamic law and religion
Dabeerestan high school
Dabestan lelementary school
Dabirestan high school
Daneshgah university
Diplom Ihigh school diploma

[Doktor / Doctora

[doctorate / doctor of philosophy

Doctorai-e Dumpezeshki

Idoctor of veterinary medicine

Doctorai-e Dandanpezeshki

ldoctor of dentistry

[Doctorai-e Pezeshki

[doctor of medicine

[Doctorai-e Takhasosi

Doctorate / PhD

Fanni

technical

Fogh-e Diplom

lAssociate Degree

[Fogh-e Licence

Master's degree

Govahinam-e

certificate

Govehanim-e Movagat Payan-e Tahsilat-e Aval-e Motevaseteh

Certificate of Completion of First Secondary Education

Govahinam-e Payan-e Doreh Pish Daneshgahi

Certificate of Completion of Pre-University Cycle

Govahinam-e Payan-e Tahsilat-e Do-re Motevaseteh

Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education Cycle

Govehanim-e Payan-e Tahsilat-e Do-re Se-Saleh R: T

rtificate of C of Three-year Guidance E

(Govehanim-e Payan-e Tahsilat-e Ebtedaii

(Certificate of completion of primary school

Govehanim-e Payan-e Tahsilat-e Motevaseteh

Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education Cycle

Govehanim-e Payan-e Tahsilat-e Do-re Se-Saleh Rahnamaii Taf

ertificate of Completion of Three-year Guid

Govehanim-e Payan-e Tahsilat-e Ebtedaii Certificate of completion of primary school

Govehanim-e Payan-e Tahsilat-e Motevaseteh Certificate of Completion of Secondary Education
Govehanim-e Movagat Payan-e Tahsilat-e Motevaseteh Nazar Certificate of C of y Tl Education
Herfei \vocational

Howzeh (Hawza) Eimiyeh (limyya)

religious institution (seminary)

Huijatul Islam

an honorific title meaning “authority on Islam” or *proof of Islam™

Kardani Peyvasteh

lcontinuous Associate degree

Kardani

lAssociate degree

Karshenasi

Bachelor's degree

Karshenasi Na-Peyvasteh

idiscontinuous Bachelor's degree

Karshenasi Arshad

Master's degree

[Karshenasi Arshad Peyvasteh

lcontinuous Master’s degree

A glossary of important education terms used in the educational system may be
included. A glossary can be especially useful when reviewing physical documents,
rather than simply reviewing them online.
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User Feedback is Always Appreciated! Help Us Keep EDGE Up-to-
Date

We solicit and welcome subscriber participation in AACRAO EDGE. The Placement
Recommendations (PRs) found within the database require frequent revision due to
the dynamic nature of educational systems around the world. If you discover updated
information that would enhance a country’s profile, please send that information over
to EDGE@aacrao.org so that it can be considered for inclusion.

If you possess original, verified authentic documents, please send redacted copies
for our review. If deemed acceptable and useful, they will be included in AACRAO
EDGE.

The AACRAO EDGE Admin team is responsible for the functioning of the AACRAO
EDGE database and the IESC is responsible for placement recommendations and
grading scales. Research on foreign education systems is ongoing and vetted at regular
meetings of the IESC. Questions are answered in the order in which they are received.
As the TESC is composed of volunteers stretching across the field of higher education,
we appreciate subscribers’ interest in maintaining an up-to-date resource and will
evaluate suggestions as they are submitted.

Thank you!
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