
Ukraine In Crisis





Ukraine: The Basics
• The Ministry of Education and Science (MOES) oversees all 

levels of ed.
• Federal law governs all levels of education.
• Uniform “State Educational Standards” across the country.
• 2005: Ukraine signed onto the Bologna process . Long process 

toward implementing Bologna-based reforms.
• Feb. 2014: Russian takeover of Crimea and start of conflict 

with Russia. Despite the costs of the conflict with Russia, 
the MOES is committed to  the changes based on the 
Higher Ed Law.

• Aug. 2014: New Higher Education Law passed in Aug., creating the 
legal framework for implementation of Bologna elements. Many 
new developments based on 2014 law.

• The plan to expand elementary/secondary from 11 to 12 
years has been abandoned.



Ukraine: Prior to the 2014 Higher Ed. Law



Ukraine: Structure of Ed. System
(Academic Stream, prior to Law on Higher Education of 2014)

Elementary (4 + 5) + secondary (2) 11 years
Higher education, taught programs:

First Cycle: bakalavr (bachelor)* 4 years
Second Cycle: magistr (master)* 1 year
OR 
Long cycle (admission from sec. ed.):

“spetsialist” (specialist diploma) 5 or 6 years
OR admission to “spetsialist” after bakalavr* 1 or 1.5 years

Research degrees:
• Kandidat nauk (Candidate of Sciences), by research 3 years
• Doktor nauk (Doctor of Sciences), by researchvaries 

*Reflects Bologna-based reform prior to 2014 Higher Education Law



Accred. 
Level

Institution Type(s) Authorized to offer:

I Technical school (технікүм / tekhnikum)
Specialized school (үчилище / uchilishche)

Junior Specialist

II College (коледж / koledzh) Junior Specialist
Bachelor

III

*some
programs

University  (үниверситет / universitet)
Institute (інститут / institut)
Conservatory (консерваторія / konservatoriya)
Academy (академія /academiya)

Junior Specialist
Bachelor
Specialist
Master*
Candidate of Sciences*
Doctor of Sciences*

IV University  (үниверситет / universitet)
Institute (інститут / institut)
Conservatory (консерваторія / konservatoriya)
Academy (академія /akademiya)

Junior Specialist
Bachelor
Specialist
Master
Candidate of Sciences
Doctor of Sciences

Ukraine: Institutional Accreditation Levels (I – IV)



Ukraine: Grading
Higher Education prior to implementation of 2014 Law

5 Відмінно (vidminno) / excellent 
4 Добре (dobre) / good 
3 Задовілъно (zadovilno) / satisfactory

Зараховано (zarakhovano) / credit (ungraded pass)

Other scales used at some higher ed institutions: 
100% scale: 95-100% excellent; 75-94% good; 60-74% satisfactory
Letter grades: A (excellent), B and C (good), D and E (satisfactory)
Combined numerical and ECTS:

A (5.0), B (4.5), C (4.0), D (3.5), E (3.0)

Secondary Education (no changes since 2000):
10, 11, 12 Відмінно (vidminno) / excellent 
7, 8, 9 Добре (dobre) / good 
4, 5, 6 Задовілъно (zadovilno) / satisfactory



Diploma of Junior Specialist, 1999 sample 
(Молодший Спеціаліст / Molodshij Spetsialist)
Links to samples from 1993 to current: 
http://www.enic.in.ua/index.php/en/educationdocuments-examples/higher-
education/junior-specialist-diploma-doc

http://www.enic.in.ua/index.php/en/educationdocuments-examples/higher-education/junior-specialist-diploma-doc


Diploma of Bachelor, 2005
(Бакалавр / Bakalavr)
Links to samples from 1993 to 2015: https://osvita.net/en/documents-higher-education-
2/diploma-of-bachelor

https://osvita.net/en/documents-higher-education-2/diploma-of-bachelor


Diploma of Bachelor with Honors, “red diploma”



Bachelor Diploma Addendum, side 1
(This format was also used for Master Diploma addendum.)



Bachelor Diploma Addendum, side 2: Column Headings: 
Name of Discipline (1), Hours of Instruction (2), Grade (3)



Academic Certificate for incomplete studies
3 examples; no uniform format



Diploma of Specialist, 2004 sample
(Спеціаліст / Spetsialist)
Links to samples from 1993 to 2015: http://www.enic.in.ua/index.php/en/education-documents-
examples/higher-education/specialist-diploma

http://www.enic.in.ua/index.php/en/education-documents-examples/higher-education/specialist-diploma


Diploma of Master, 2006
(Магістр / Magistr) 
Links to samples from 1997 to 2015: http://www.enic.in.ua/index.php/en/education-documents-
examples/higher-education/master-diploma

http://www.enic.in.ua/index.php/en/education-documents-examples/higher-education/master-diploma


Diploma of 
Candidate of Sciences, 2004 sample
(Кандидат Наук / Kandidat Nauk)



Diploma of Doctor of Sciences, 2004 sample
(Доктор Наук / Doktor Nauk)



Diploma format for non-Ukrainian citizens
Sample of Diploma of Physician, 2000



Legislated the changes required for Ukraine to be compliant with the Bologna process

• Degree structure: 
• Three cycles, defined by ECTS credits

• Documentation: 
• “Diploma Supplement” becomes the official “transcript” for higher ed. 

graduates
• Provisions for new higher ed. diploma formats

• Quality assurance: 
• New accreditation system; program accreditation is established (in addition 

to existing institutional accreditation). National Agency for Quality 
Assurance in Higher Education (NAQA)

• Institutional autonomy
• Manage their own organizational structures, design and implement academic 

programs, decide on recognition of credentials from other institutions, design own 
diploma formats, award their own degrees.

• Institution closures: Plan to consolidate and close 
ineffective HEIs. 

• MOES fight against fraud and corruption
• Example: new national exam for secondary completion/university 

admissions, pilot started 2015

Higher Ed. Law of 2014 & Other new developments



Ukraine: New degree structure, from the 2014 Diploma Supplement







** “The ECTS rank is a relative grading indicating the learner's performance within 
the cohort: A top 10%; B next 25%; C next 30%; D next 25%; E next 10%.” 
AACRAO NOTE: The ECTS rank is not a Ukrainian grade.





Ukraine: Diploma Supplement
• 2005: Ukraine signs on to Bologna process
• 2006-07: Some HEIs with Level III-IV accreditation introduce 

ECTS credits and grades
• 2010: A “European Diploma Supplement” is made available to 

all bachelor, master and specialist graduates
• At most HEIs, only available by special request

• 2014: “Diploma Supplement” becomes official document of 
higher education given to all bachelor, master and 
specialist graduates, effective Jan. 1, 2014. Bilingual Ukrainian 
and English. Shows ECTS credits and grades.

• Sample documents: https://osvita.net/en/
• Click on “Documents”, click on credential names in left 

column. “Higher Education” and “General 
Secondary Education” docs are shown.

• Transcripts for incomplete programs still have no standard format.

https://osvita.net/en/


Ukraine: “Osvita” - Document Samples https://osvita.net/en
Click on “Documents”
In left column, click on credential names

https://osvita.net/en


ENIC Ukraine Document Samples: 
http://www.enic.in.ua/index.php/en/education-documents-examples

http://www.enic.in.ua/index.php/en/education-documents-examples


Samples of State Standard Diplomas on  Osvita.net
(as of 2015, HEIs can design their own diplomas)

Bachelor:
https://osvita.net/en/documents-higher-education-2/diploma-of-bachelor

https://osvita.net/en/documents-higher-education-2/diploma-of-bachelor


Samples of State Standard Diplomas on  Osvita.net
(as of 2015, HEIs can design their own diplomas)

Specialist
https://osvita.net/en/documents-higher-education-2/diploma-of-specialist-2

https://osvita.net/en/documents-higher-education-2/diploma-of-specialist-2


Samples of State Standard Diplomas on  Osvita.net
(as of 2015, HEIs can design their own diplomas)

Master:
https://osvita.net/en/documents-higher-education-2/masters-degree-2

https://osvita.net/en/documents-higher-education-2/masters-degree-2


Online Verification Databases
of Ukrainian Documents

• Inforesurs: Higher education documents issued beginning 2015 that 
are registered in the DB

http://www.inforesurs.gov.ua/info-per/inforesurs-per-doc.php

• Osvita.net: Database of documents issued in laminated format
• Secondary and vocational documents issued 1998 to 2015
• Higher education documents issued 1998 to 2014

https://osvita.net/en/

NOTE: 
The absence of a document from either database does not mean 
that the document is not authentic. If the document is not found 
in the database, verification should be requested directly from 
the institution. Send verification requests to the Rector’s office.

http://www.inforesurs.gov.ua/info-per/inforesurs-per-doc.php
https://osvita.net/en/


The Conflict with Russia
• Crimea taken over by Russia February 2014 (on last day of 

Sochi Olympics)
• Eastern Ukraine occupied by separatists (including higher ed

institutions), main cities are Luhansk & Donetsk
• Funding cuts to education to pay for the conflict
• Internal displacement of institutions, administration, faculty, 

students
• MOES provisions to 

• Provide education for students from occupied areas
• Recognize education completed in occupied areas through 2014

• MOES does not recognize diplomas awarded by governments 
of occupied areas.



Crimea & Eastern Ukraine (Donbass): 
Some Effects on Education

MOES Documentation regarding Donbas and Crimea (in Ukrainian): 
http://mon.gov.ua/activity/education/dlya-zhiteliv-donbasu-i-krimu/

http://mon.gov.ua/activity/education/dlya-zhiteliv-donbasu-i-krimu/


Crimea: Effects on Education
• 2013-14 student stats: 

• 182,000 students in grades 1-11, with 15,000 graduating in 2014
• 78 tertiary institutions, with 60,000 students.

• Russian perspective:
• May 5, 2014: Russian law related to education in Crimea (in Russian): 

http://www.rg.ru/2014/05/07/regulirovanie-dok.html
• By May, the Russian MOE had disseminated curriculum guidelines for teaching about Crimea.
• Russian MOE allows period of 3 years for schools (basic through secondary) to transition to 

the Russian system of education and become licensed by the MOE.
• 2014 school graduates received the Russian attestat; but possible to get Ukrainan atestat by 

special arrangements made with Ukrainian MOES.
• Russian universities have places for students from Crimea (“quotas”) and a “simplified” 

admissions process, with Russian Unified State Examination (USE) being optional for 2014 
applicants from Crimea. “Quota” system causing some resentment among Russians.

• Ukrainian perspective:
• Ukrainian MOES made special arrangements for standardized higher education admissions 

exam for 2014 secondary school graduates. 
• MOES instructed all Ukrainian universities to take students from Crimea. Institutions may 

make their own admissions decisions.

http://www.rg.ru/2014/05/07/regulirovanie-dok.html


Feb. 23, 2014 (last day of the Sochi Olympics): Putin orders the Russian takeover of Crimea. 
This map shows areas controlled by Russia-backed separatists in Sept. 2014.
Source: The Washington Post Sept. 5, 2014



Source: https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brookings-now/2015/05/21/10-maps-that-
explain-ukraines-struggle-for-independence/



Ukraine conflict January 2017:  http://liveuamap.com//

http://liveuamap.com/


• Displacement of people (UNHCR figures 2-6-15):
• Internal: Nearly 1 million Ukrainians displaced from separatist-controlled areas
• External: 600,000 seeking asylum in neighboring countries

• In September 2014 in Donbass the separatists started taking over the 
schools and HEIs and replacing the administrators with their own. 

• MOES has no control over management and content of teaching in the 
separatist-held areas.

• MOES promised places for students from these areas at Ukrainian 
universities. Admissions exams available electronically, but of the 
36,000 who registered for them, only 20,000 were able to take them.

• Some HEIs in the occupied areas have relocated to other cities (keeping the 
same names).

• Massive transfer of international students out of Ukraine. 

Conflict in Eastern Ukraine (Donbass): 
Some Effects on Education



Conflict in Eastern Ukraine (Donbass): 
Some Effects on Education

• To save money, the Minister of Finance had proposed that compulsory 
education be reduced from 11 years to 9 years. The Ministry of 
Education did not agree with this, but the planned expansion from an 
11-year system to a 12-year system was cancelled.

• Many schools in villages and small communities to be closed.  Teaching 
loads to be reduced. Hundreds of HEIs in Ukraine are being closed. 
800+ reduced to 300+ with plan to have only 270 by end of 2015.

• School documents and diplomas issued by separatist HEIs in the 
breakaway "Luhansk People's Republic" and the "Donetsk People's 
Republic“ starting academic year 2014-15 are not recognized by 
the MOES.

• 2014 graduates  from schools/HEIs in the breakaway republics can exchange 
their documents for official Ukrainian MOES documentation.



Diploma from Russian-controlled Crimea, 2014
Diplom bakalavra, kvalifikatsiya “bakalavr-inzhener” issued on June 15, 2014 by an institution in 

Crimea, in Russian state standard format, with stamp of Russian Ministry of Education and 
Science



Diploma from Russian-controlled Crimea verified authentic by the institution in 
December 2014, with institutional stamp shows Ministry of Education and Science of 
Ukraine



• Ministry of Education and Science (MOES) (in Ukrainian): http://www.mon.gov.ua
• OSVITA Education portal: https://osvita.net/ua/ (English: https://osvita.net/en/)

• Includes document samples
• Ukrainian ENIC-NARIC Office: http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/

• Includes database of HEIs and document samples
• Russia and Ukraine: Significant Changes in Higher Education, AACRAO Annual Meeting, 

2015: http://www4.aacrao.org/meetings/?meeting=annual15 [Mon. 10:45]
• Ukraine: The New Reforms and Internationalization, International Higher Education, No. 

79, Winter 2015, Boston College: 
ejournals.bc.edu/ojs/index.php/ihe/article/viewFile/5850/5214

• Educational System of Ukraine, NORRIC, 2009: http://norric.org/files/education-
systems/Ukraine2009/view

• The Educational System of Ukraine, Koenig/ Vaht, AACRAO Annual Meeting, 2008: 
http://www.aacrao.org/handouts/handouts-detail-view/the-educational-system-of-
ukraine--updates-from-a-changing-country

• Ukraine in NAFSA Online Guide to Ed. Systems Around the World, 2008:
• http://www.nafsa.org/Resource_Library_Assets/Publications_Library/Online_Guide_to_E

ducational_Systems_Around_the_World/#
• Ukraine in AACRAO EDGE, 2009: http://edge.aacrao.org

Resources

http://www.mon.gov.ua/
https://osvita.net/en/
http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/
http://norric.org/files/education-systems/Ukraine2009/view
http://www.aacrao.org/handouts/handouts-detail-view/the-educational-system-of-ukraine--updates-from-a-changing-country
http://www.nafsa.org/Resource_Library_Assets/Publications_Library/Online_Guide_to_Educational_Systems_Around_the_World/
http://edge.aacrao.org/


Ukraine and the Bologna Process

• Diploma Supplement  2014 announcement:
http://www.kmu.gov.ua/control/publish/article?art_id=2
46656708
• Ukraine National Bologna Reports, since 2005: 

http://www.ehea.info/cid101611/ukraine.html
• Higher Education in Ukraine, TEMPUS Report, 2012: 

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/tempus/participating_countr
ies/ukraine_en.phpThe

http://www.kmu.gov.ua/control/publish/article?art_id=246656708
http://www.ehea.info/cid101611/ukraine.html
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/tempus/participating_countries/ukraine_en.php
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