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Background

• Received inquiries from medical agencies
• Questions from medical schools regarding admissibility to graduate 

medical programs
• Inquires from state medical boards for licensure purposes

• No comprehensive list of offshore schools which include 
accreditation information exists

• Project assigned to research fellows on AACRAO’s International 
Education Standards Council (IESC)

• Purpose of Research:
• Develop reference chart for medical schools in region
• White paper



The Issues

• Atypical accreditation structure
• Not familiar to US institutions

• Multiple accreditors in region
• What’s the difference between them?

• Other non-accrediting agencies with influence
• Disagreement between agencies regarding the same school



Terminology Specific to this Research

Recognition
• When an agency approves or disapproves of a medical school or accreditor for its own 

purposes
Accreditation

• A form of quality assurance
• Formal recognition by a country’s Ministry of Education (or equivalent), or by an entity 

legally authorized to perform that function on its behalf
• Typically requires renewal 

Indigenous School
• Integrated with the local educational structure, designed for students from the country in 

which the school is located
Offshore School

• Integrated with the educational system of a different country other than where the school 
is located



What is the Caribbean?

• Geographic region
• Also a political region
• Legacy of colonization, 

political diversity



CARICOM 
Caribbean Community

Member Nations
Antigua and Barbuda
Bahamas
Barbados
Belize
Dominica
Grenada
Guyana
Haiti
Jamaica
Montserrat
Saint Lucia
St Kitts and Nevis
St Vincent and the 
Grenadines
Suriname
Trinidad and Tobago

Associate Members
Anguilla
Bermuda
British Virgin Islands
Cayman Islands
Turks and Caicos Islands

• Union of 20 countries
• Established 1973 with the Treaty of 

Chaguaramas
• Four pillars:

• Economic Integration
• Foreign Policy Coordination
• Human & Social Development
• Security





How to identify an “offshore” school

• Generally styled after US medical education system
• Admissions requirements – usually 3 years of undergrad
• 4-year program
• Advertises itself as a pathway to practice in US
• May have offices based in US

• Some recruit from India
• Admissions requirements reflect Indian system
• May offer MBBS vs. MD
• May have offices based in India



Example: Ross University

Admissions office is in 
Florida, not Barbados



Example: Ross University

Applicants not from US or 
Canada considered 
“international”

Requires Bachelor's degree

US system, offshore



Example: University of the West Indies

Indigenous system, not offshore

CSEC = Caribbean 
Secondary 
Education 
Certificate

Caribbean Advanced 
Proficiency Examination



Example: Lincoln American University

Scheduled Castes, Other 
Backward Classes are Indian 
terms

NEET is an Indian Exam



Example: Lincoln American University



Example: Lincoln American University

Indian targeted, but US system, offshore

US Medical 
Licensing Exam

Complete 
residency in US



The Research



Research Methodology

• Developed list of possible countries in region
• CARICOM and non-CARICOM members

• World Directory of Medical Schools
• Does not show or provide accreditation
• Initial list of institutions
• Utilized by several key agencies in licensing process

• US state and territorial medical boards
• Which states have a list of approved schools?

• History of colonization and political influence
• UK, Netherlands, India



Research Methodology cont.

• Institution websites
• Current and historical
• Websites of affiliated/owning companies
• ICANN web domain registration
• Mailing addresses

• Accreditation
• Several accreditors and “accreditor-types” in region

• Other agencies of influence
• NCFMEA, WFME, ECFMG



Highlights: India

• Several schools with similar websites
• Web domain registered by Rus Education in India
• Checked all schools for Indian mailing addresses

• Matched to Rus Education

• Exact nature of relationship unknown
• Notated in chart



Highlights: Example Webpage



The Results

• Chart of 73 medical schools in Caribbean
• Data fields:

• Institution name and former names
• Location and former locations
• Year founded
• Accreditation
• Other forms of recognition
• Disapproval by accreditors or other agencies
• Credential required for admission
• Length of program
• Other degrees offered
• Affiliated or owning companies
• Notes



The Results cont.

• All 73 schools checked against:

Accreditors State Boards Others

CAAM-HP Alabama Board of Medical Examiners Medical Council of Canada

ACCM Medical Board of California ECFMG

NVAO Florida Department of Education Medical Council of India

Antigua and Barbuda National Accreditation Board Medical Licensing Board of Indiana UK General Medical Council

Barbados Accreditation Council Kansas State Board of Healing Arts

Grenada Medical and Dental Council Massachusetts Board of Registration in Medicine

National Accreditation Council of Guyana New York State Board for Medicine

St. Kitts and Nevis Accreditation Board Texas Medical Board

Accreditation Council of Trinidad and Tobago

Ministry of Education of Belize



Accreditors



CAAM-HP 
The Caribbean Accreditation Authority for Education in Medicine and Other Health Professions

• Established 2003
• Accreditor for medical schools in Caribbean
• Operates on behalf of CARICOM nations

• Multi-national accreditor
• Also accredits schools in non-CARICOM nations

• Based on LCME (Liaison Committee on Medical Education)
• Why CAAM-HP?

• Many smaller nations do not have resources to independently accredit 
medical schools



CAAM-HP cont.
The Caribbean Accreditation Authority for Education in Medicine and Other Health Professions

• Statuses
• Accredited
• Not Accredited/Accreditation Denied

• Different terms, same meaning
• Provisional

• Schools already in operation applying for accreditation
• Candidacy

• Not considered accreditation
• For new programs still in development



ACCM 
Accreditation Commission on Colleges of Medicine

• Founded 1994

• Based in Republic of Ireland 
• Does not accredit schools in Ireland 

• Compared to CAAM-HP
• Independent agency

• Does not operate of behalf of CARICOM

• 8 schools in Caribbean, 1 in Jordan



Local Accreditation

• Often a two-tiered system
• Registration

• Accreditation

• More research on these agencies needed
• Process for registration/accreditation 

• May conflict with CAAM-HP



Evaluation of Accreditors



NCFMEA 
The National Committee on Foreign Medical Education and Accreditation

• Part of the US Department of Education
• Evaluates foreign medical accreditors

• Determines if it is comparable to US medical school 
accreditation (LCME)

• Required for Title IV eligibility
• NCFMEA comparable accreditors on chart

• CAAM-HP
• ACCM
• NVAO
• Grenada Medical and Dental Council



WFME 
World Federation for Medical Education

• Evaluates medical accreditation agencies worldwide
• Confers its recognition as a standard of quality

• Non-governmental
• Does not grant eligibility for Title IV

• Registered under English & Welsh Law, and in France
• Office in London, France, and Czech Republic

• Will play a critical role in upcoming changes to US licensure process
• WFME recognized accreditors on chart

• CAAM-HP
• ACCM
• NVAO

• Applied for recognition
• Grenada Medical and Dental Council



Other Forms of 
Recognition



ECFMG 
Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates

• Private, non-profit US agency 
• Assesses foreign medical graduates for

• Readiness for residency or fellowship programs
• Eligibility for US Medical Licensing Exam

• Receive a certification from ECFMG
• Required by many US state medical boards for licensure 

• Restrictions on who can apply
• Eligible medical schools listed in World Directory
• Requirements changing in 2024 – WFME recognition



State Medical Boards

• Licensure for medical practice
• Varies by state

• Many depend on/require ECFMG certification

• Some states directly maintain own list of approved schools
• California and Texas have large lists
• Sometimes referenced by other states

• Interstate Medical Licensure Compact
• Reciprocity of medical licensure among 28 states
• Eligibility: school must be accredited or listed in World Directory

• World directory is not accreditation or endorsement

• CA and TX not included, but TX has begun the process



Foreign Medical Boards

• Do not accredit any of the schools on chart
• May accredit schools in their own country

• Exception: Saba University School of Medicine
• Saba is a special municipality of the Netherlands

• Accredited by NVAO

• Maintain lists of approved/disapproved foreign schools for licensure 
• Canada

• United Kingdom

• India

• Included in chart as second opinion, reveal conflicts



Connecting the dots…

Academic Institution

Accreditor
CAAM-HP, ACCM, NVAO, Local

WFMENCFMEA
comparable to US?

ECFMG State Medical Boards

2024

What will your institution look for?



Chart Samples and 
Recommendations



Samples from the Chart

Institution Location Accreditaion Other Recognition Dissaproved by

St. Matthew's University School of Medicine Cayman Islands
ACCM† Accredited since 

2001

Medical Council of Canada, ECFMG

FL, NY

UK General Medical Council, 

CA, IN, KS

Caribbean Medical University School of Medicine Curaçao Medical Council of Canada, ECFMG
UK General Medical Council, 

Denied accreditation by CAAM-HP†

All Saints University School of Medicine Dominica
ACCM† Conditional 

Accreditation since 2019 

Medical Council of Canada, ECFMG, 

UK General Medical Council

Not accredited by CAAM-HP† after 

review in 2017

St. George's University School of Medicine Grenada
Grenada Medical and Dental 

Council‡ 

Medical Council of Canada, ECFMG, 

Medical Council of India, 

CA, FL, IN, MA, NY, TX

Voluntarily withdrew accreditation 

from CAAM-HP† Jan 2021, formerly 

accedited Accredited with Conditions 

2015-2019

   † WFME recognized & NCFMEA comparable

   ‡ NCFMEA comparable accreditor

Key



Samples cont.

Institution Location Accreditaion Other Recognition Dissaproved by

Texila American University 

College of Medicine
Guyana

National Accreditation 

Council of Guyana 

(Registered)

Medical Council of Canada, ECFMG, 

Medical Council of India

Denied accreditation by CAAM-HP† 

2018

Windsor University School of 

Medicine
Saint Kitts and Nevis

St. Kitts and Nevis 

Accreditation Board

Medical Council of Canada, ECFMG, 

Medical Council of India, UK General 

Medical Council

Not accredited by CAAM-HP† after 

review in 2017,  pending new review 

after COVID-19

   † WFME recognized & NCFMEA comparable

Key



Recommendations

• Use this presentation and the upcoming white paper as an 
informational guide

• Determine what form of accreditation and/or recognition is 
acceptable for your institution

• Develop an institutional policy that manages conflicts of accreditation

• Consider equity



Thanks for joining

Look for our white paper available on the 
AACRAO website. 

Digital: https://www.aacrao.org/docs/default-source/international_docs/papers/off-shore-medical-

schools-in-the-caribbean-final-(digital).pdf?sfvrsn=1b6f8402_2

Print: https://www.aacrao.org/docs/default-source/international_docs/papers/off-shore-medical-schools-

in-the-caribbean-final-(print).pdf?sfvrsn=1c4207f8_2

Please visit aacrao.org for more information on 
the IESC and the Fellowship Program.

https://www.aacrao.org/docs/default-source/international_docs/papers/off-shore-medical-schools-in-the-caribbean-final-(digital).pdf?sfvrsn=1b6f8402_2
https://www.aacrao.org/docs/default-source/international_docs/papers/off-shore-medical-schools-in-the-caribbean-final-(print).pdf?sfvrsn=1c4207f8_2

