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Session Rules of Etiquette
ÅPlease silence your electronic devices.

ÅPlease complete the session evaluation using the AACRAO mobile 

app or the paper form in your registration packet, drop boxes are 

available throughout the convention center.

ÅIf you must leave the session early, please do so as discreetly as 

possible

ÅPlease avoid side conversation during the session

Thank you for your cooperation!



Introduction

Relations between Cuba and the United States started to improve under 
the Obama administration and options for educational recruitment and 
exchange proliferated. However there is a dearth of English-language 
resources on the educational system of Cuba, particularly the modern 
era. How can we treat Cuban students equitably without a baseline for 
comparison? How do we establish mutually beneficial partnerships 
with Cuban institutions, if we do not even know the status they have in 
the educational system? And do these questions still matter under our 
new leadership in the United States? In hope of starting to answer 
questions like these, AACRAO sent a research team to Cuba in 
February 2018. Join with research team members as we discuss the 
Cuba trip, the educational system and documentation, lessons learned, 
and the next steps for the AACRAO Cuba research team..



Learning Outcomes:

ÅWill have an understanding of the different levels 
of education

ÅBe able to identify various educational 
documents

ÅHave contact information on how to obtain 
official documentation



AACRAO Cuba Trip
Martha Van Devender



What was this all about?

Starting in Fall 2017, AACRAO 

recruited a research team to visit 

Cuba.

ÅUpdate AACRAO EDGE profile 

on Cuba

ÅProduce a publication on the 

Cuban educational system

ÅPresent on our findings

ÅPromote educational exchange

The University of Havana has very large doors/doorways!



Å Combination of professional 
educators and graduate students 
participating in credit-bearing 
courses in the US

Å Focus of exchange is week-long 
workshop with educational 
professionals in Cuba, 
ñResearching Cuban Educational 
Practicesò

Å 24th year of the program, largest 
American contingent ever

Å Workshop rotates around country, 
Cubans compete for opportunity to 
travel/participate, Matanzas was 
the site this year

Å AACRAO was part of this group

Å Most of our group were graduate 
students from George Washington 
University and University of 
Maryland

Busquedas Investigativas

Academic Explorations



AACRAO Comparative 

International 

Education:

The Cuba Project

February 17-25, 2018

Havana and Matanzas

http://www.aacrao.org/aacr

ao-solutions/aacrao-

international/training-

opportunities/the-cuba-

project

http://www.aacrao.org/aacrao-solutions/aacrao-international/training-opportunities/the-cuba-project


ÅChristopher Adams, Indiana University

ÅTanya Delgado, University of South Florida

ÅGarett Seelinger, NAIA

ÅJanine Pacheco, University of New Mexico

ÅAleks Morawski , Foreign Credits/AICE

ÅChristie Culp, Loyola Marymount University

ÅAkniet Rysbekkyzy, Stanford University

ÅPatrick Leahy, Michigan State University

ÅMark Reid , University of Miami

ÅMartha Van Devender, ECE/TAICEP

ÅRobert Watkins, University of Texas at Austin

ÅMelanie Gottlieb, Deputy Director, AACRAO

The AACRAO Dozen



Sample

Schedule (Mine)

Sat: fly to Cuba, meet group

Sun: lectures on Cuban education, bus tour, 
Old Havana

Mon: visited University of Havana and 
ELAM, more lectures

Tues: more University of Havana, travel to 
Matanzas, conference opening plus small 
groups

Wed: small groups

Thurs: visited special education school, 
lectures at University of Matanzas, visit with 
Rector and Secretary General, small groups

Fri: new small group, closing plenary, party

Sat: back to Havana, AACRAO group 
meeting, another party

Sun: walk around neighborhood, back home 
again



Meeting with the Secretaria General 

and Rector of Universidad de Matanzas


