
	 �

Acknowledgments..............................................................iii
Preface................................................................................. v

Chapter One: 
Educational History and System Overview.............. 1

Historical Background............................................................1
Educational System..................................................................2
Educational Structure..............................................................2
Private Education.....................................................................2
School Choice...........................................................................3
International Sections .
(Les Sections Internationales)...............................................3
European and Eastern Language Sections .
(Sections Européennes et de Langue Orientale)...............3
Elementary Education .
(Enseignement Élémentaire).................................................4

Preschool Education........................................................4
Elementary Education.....................................................4

Secondary Education...............................................................5
Lower Secondary (Collège)...........................................5
Upper Secondary (Le Lycée).........................................6

General and Technical Lycée .
(Le Lycée d’Enseignement Général et 
Technologique)...............................................................6
Le Baccalauréat Général..............................................7
Le Baccalauréat Technologique...................................9
The Baccalauréat Examination............................... 10
Brevet de Technicien................................................... 11

Vocational Education at the .
Secondary Level............................................................. 12

Certificat d’Aptitude Professionnelle........................ 12
Le Brevet d’Études Professionnelles......................... 13
Brevet Professionnel (BP)/.
Brevet Professionnel Agricole (BPA)......................... 14
Brevet de Technicien (BT).......................................... 14
Brevet de Maîtrise (BM)............................................ 14

Contents

Brevet Technique des Métiers (BTM)....................... 14
Le Brevet des Métiers d’Art (BMA)........................... 14
Baccalauréat Professionnel (Bac Pro)..................... 14

Chapter Two:  
Higher Education....................................................................15

First Cycle Technical and Professional Studies.............. 16
Short Higher Studies .
(Les Filières Courtes)................................................... 16

Higher Technical Certificate .
(Brevet de Technicien Supérieur [BTS]).................. 16
University Technology Diploma (Diplôme 
Universitaire de Technologie [DUT])....................... 16

University Technical Studies...................................... 17
University Professional Institutes .
(Les Instituts Universitaires .
Professionnalisés [IUP]).............................................. 17
Technological Research Diploma .
(Diplôme de Recherche Technologique [DRT])...... 17

Longer University Studies................................................... 17
First Cycle University Studies.................................... 17

Diploma of General University Studies .
(Diplôme d’Études Universitaires .
Générales [DEUG])...................................................... 17
Diploma of University .
Scientific and Technical Studies .
(Diplôme d’Études Universitaires .
Scientifiques et Techniques [DEUST]) ..................... 19
Preparatory Classes for “Grandes Écoles” .
(Classes Préparatoires aux Grandes .
Écoles [CPGE])............................................................. 19

Second Cycle Studies.................................................... 22
Licence and Master.................................................... 22

Third Cycle Studies....................................................... 23
Diploma of Specialized Higher Studies .
(Diplôme d’Études Supérieures .
Spécialisées [DESS]).................................................... 23
Technical Research Diploma .
(Diplôme de Recherche Technologique [DRT])...... 24



ii

Doctoral Studies............................................................ 24
Diploma of Intensive Studies .
(Diplôme d’Études Approfondies [DEA])............... 24
Doctorat........................................................................ 25

Licence-Master-Doctorat............................................ 26
La Licence in the L-M-D System............................ 26
Le Master in the L-M-D System ............................ 26
Le Doctorat in the L-M-D System.......................... 26

Chapter Three:  
Specialized Education..........................................................29

Les Grandes Écoles............................................................... 29
National Higher Schools (Les Écoles Normales 
Supérieures [ENS])................................................................. 29
Post-Graduate Grandes Écoles Programs........................ 29

Le Mastère Spécialisé.................................................... 29
Agriculture...................................................................... 29
Architecture.................................................................... 30
Art..................................................................................... 30

Institution-Specific Diplomas............................................ 31
National Higher School of Fine Arts .
(École Nationale Supérieure de .
Beaux-Arts)..................................................................... 31
National Higher School of Decorative Arts .
(École Nationale Supérieure des .
Arts Décoratifs)............................................................. 31
National Higher School of Industrial Design .
(École Nationale Supérieure de .
Création Industrielle) .................................................. 31
National School of Photography of Arles .
(École Nationale de la .
Photographie d’Arles)................................................... 32
National Studio of Contemporary Arts .
(Le Fresnoy-Studio National des .
Arts Contemporains)................................................... 32

Business Administration ..................................................... 32
Dance and Music................................................................... 33

Medicine, Dentistry and Midwifery................................. 35
Medicine.......................................................................... 35
Dentistry.......................................................................... 36
Midwifery (Sage-Femme)............................................ 37

Drama....................................................................................... 37
Engineering............................................................................. 38
Law............................................................................................ 38
Military Education................................................................ 38
Nursing.................................................................................... 39
Pharmacy................................................................................. 39
Teacher Training.................................................................... 40
Further Teacher Training..................................................... 40
Veterinary Medicine............................................................. 41

Appendices

Appendix A:.
List of Diplomas.................................................................... 43
Appendix B: .
List of Académies.................................................................. 47
Appendix C: .
List of Universities by Académie....................................... 49
Appendix D: .
List of Grandes Écoles.......................................................... 55
Appendix E: .
Private Universities in France............................................. 61
Appendix F: .
Placement Recommendations............................................ 63
Appendix G: .
Glossary of Terms.................................................................. 69
Appendix H: .
Useful Web Sites.................................................................... 73
Appendix A: .
Sample Documents............................................................... 75

Selected Bibliography........................................................ 97


